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and Portuguese, and the secretary of the 
West Virginia Foreign Language Teachers’ 
Association. 

When she was a student at Elkins High 
School, Devine studied Spanish with Brad 
Martin, longtime language teacher at EHS. 

‘‘I learned a great deal from Mr. Martin as 
his student, and as I started my professional 
career I became increasingly aware of how 
phenomenal of a teacher and role model he 
is,’’ Devine said. ‘‘(Martin) has inspired other 
language teachers around the area and has 
multiple former students currently teaching 
world languages.’’ 

She also noted 20 years ago Martin was 
awarded the teacher of the year award by the 
West Virginia Foreign Language Teachers 
Association. 

In March, Devine will travel to Atlanta for 
the Southern Conference on Language 
Teaching to represent the Mountain State as 
teacher of the year and compete for the re-
gional title. 

‘‘I’ll also attend workshops to learn things 
that will help to improve our profession that 
I can bring back and share with West Vir-
ginia students as well as my peers and col-
leagues,’’ Devine said. 

While she said she does not currently have 
plans to teach any additional languages, she 
hopes to learn more, possibly Italian and 
Portuguese. 

‘‘We live and teach in an interconnected 
world where learning languages is a key to 
unlocking opportunities,’’ Devine said. ‘‘It is 
our duty as language teachers to help our 
students build confidence and skills that 
they can use to explore the world around 
them and the global community.’’ 
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VETERANS TRANSPLANT 
COVERAGE ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support H.R. 1133, the Veterans Trans-
plant Coverage Act. This legislation enables 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to 
provide organ transplants for veterans, even if 
the live donor is a non-veteran, at the facility 
of their choice. Current law restricts coverage 
for veterans receiving an organ donation from 
a non-veteran. This policy means that chil-
dren, siblings, and other non-veteran family 
members that are matches and willing to do-
nate are not eligible to receive VA care for the 
operation. 

The Veterans Transplant Coverage Act was 
inspired by the Nelson family from Texas. 
When veteran Charles Nelson needed a kid-
ney transplant, his son, Austin, was a match. 
When it came time for the operation, the VA 
healthcare system denied the Nelsons cov-
erage because Austin was a non-veteran. The 
VA’s decision forced the Nelsons to solicit do-
nations to ensure that Charles could still have 
this lifesaving transplant surgery. The Vet-
erans Transplant Coverage Act will ensure 
that no other American hero is denied trans-
plant coverage ever again. 

The restrictions set forth by our current law 
have life or death consequences for the men 
and women that have bravely served our na-
tion. I fully support H.R. 1133 to allow the VA 
to provide organ transplants for veterans when 
the living donor is a non-veteran. 

IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT 
EDWARD DANIEL MAGINN 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize Sergeant Edward Daniel Maginn of Dela-
ware County, Pennsylvania, for his service in 
the United States Marine Corps and for his 
work as a federal law enforcement official. 

Sgt. Maginn served in Vietnam from 1968 to 
1969. After his service abroad, the Sergeant 
served as Paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne 
Division for two years. During his time in the 
military, Sgt. Maginn received numerous 
awards. These honors included the National 
Defense Ribbon, Parachute Wings, and the 
Vietnam Service Ribbon. 

After his time in the military, Sgt. Maginn 
wished to continue his career of service. In 
1988, he began working as a federal police of-
ficer. On September 11th, 2001, after wit-
nessing the World Trade Center Towers col-
lapse, his commanding officer asked for volun-
teers to rescue victims of the tragedy. Sgt. 
Maginn volunteered without hesitation. His hu-
manitarian spirit also took him to New Orleans 
in 2005 to help in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

After the Department of Homeland Security 
was created in the wake of the September 
11th attacks, Sgt. Maginn joined the Depart-
ment as a Hazmat Tech Officer, an integral 
part of the Special Response Team. 

Sgt. Maginn’s selfless acts prove his lifelong 
devotion to serving others. I thank Sergeant 
Edward Maginn for his continued service and 
I commend his tireless dedication to commu-
nity and country. 

f 

HONORING MATTHEW JOHN LEWIS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Matthew John 
Lewis. Matthew is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 251, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Matthew has served his troop as the 
Historian and Senior Patrol Leader, earned the 
rank of Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and 
become a Brotherhood member in Order of 
Arrow. Matthew has also contributed to his 
community through his Eagle Scout project. 
Matthew leveled the area with paving stones 
and constructed 40 feet of fence for Beautiful 
Savior Lutheran Church in Lee’s Summit, Mis-
souri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Matthew John Lewis for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LEONARD 
HILL 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding constituent—Leon-
ard Hill from Guilford County. I am honored to 
acknowledge constituents who selflessly an-
swered the call to serve and defend our free-
dom. A United States Army Air Corps veteran 
of World War II and member of the Greatest 
Generation, Mr. Hill served his country with 
honor. Self-sacrifice, personal responsibility, 
and humility are traits this generation em-
bodied. The tremendous strides our country 
has made since World War II are a direct re-
sult of these great Americans. North Carolina 
is truly fortunate to have Mr. Hill, an out-
standing representative of our community and 
country. I join with his family, friends, and the 
Sixth District in thanking Leonard Hill for his 
dedicated service to the United States of 
America. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES OF DR. ZIA 
HASSAN AND MR. ABDUL 
HAMEED DOGAR 

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, 
today I honor the lives of Dr. Zia Hassan and 
Mr. Abdul Hameed Dogar who passed away 
on October 29 this year of natural causes. 

Dr. Hassan and Mr. Dogar were widely 
known for their work in both their home and 
Muslim-American communities. 

Abdul, affectionately known as Dogar Hasib, 
immigrated to the United States in March of 
1962. As a civil engineer, he worked for the Il-
linois Department of Transportation designing 
roads that link our communities and move mil-
lions of people in the Chicagoland area every 
day. In addition, he served as a Director of the 
Islamic Foundation of Illinois for over 40 years. 

Dr. Hassan, a widely published engineer 
and businessman, immigrated to the United 
States in 1956. He was the Dean Emeritus of 
The Illinois Institute of Technology’s Stuart 
School of Business, Chairman Emeritus of the 
Islamic Foundation of Illinois, a Fellow of the 
American Society for Quality, and served as 
an examiner for the Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award. 

Together, their passion for community work 
drove them to found the Islamic Foundation of 
Illinois, now one of the largest Islamic Centers 
for religious practice and education in Amer-
ica. Their dedication to their communities 
helped Muslim-Americans in the Chicago area 
pursue educational and professional achieve-
ments to further the development of our com-
munity. 

I want to recognize Dr. Hassan and Dogar 
Hasib for their accomplishments and hard 
work on behalf of their friends, family and the 
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Muslim-American community at large. They 
will be dearly missed and remembered. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope we all keep in our 
thoughts and prayers the friends and family of 
Dr. Hassan and Dogar Hasib. I celebrate the 
happiness and joy they brought so many peo-
ple and reflect on the significant impacts they 
had on their friends, their families, and their 
communities. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM PELLANT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize William Pellant. 
William is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 247, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

William has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years William has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Wil-
liam has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending William Pellant for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGE M. 
ROACH 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize Mr. George M. Roach of Delaware Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, for his service in the U.S. Air 
Force. After he was honorably discharged, he 
became a career member of Pennsylvania’s 
Air National Guard and has since been de-
ployed to Kuwait and Qatar. 

In his capacity with the National Guard, Mr. 
Roach has also served many humanitarian 
missions. He supported Pennsylvania’s Na-
tional Guard activation for the response to 
Hurricane Katrina’s devastation, and was de-
ployed again to provide recovery assistance to 
areas affected by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike 
in 2008. 

In 2011, Mr. Roach was deployed to Af-
ghanistan as a Public Affairs/Military Liaison 
for Armed Forces Entertainment. Mr. Roach 
also participated in a NATO mission to support 
Hungarian forces and voluntarily deployed 
himself to Houston this year to assist victims 
of Hurricane Harvey. He currently has a civil-
ian career in TV photojournalism, and helped 
found FOX’s annual ‘‘Military Appreciation 
Day.’’ He has also produced recruitment con-
tent for the Philadelphia Police Department 
that the force uses to help bring in qualified 
applicants. 

Mr. Roach’s career speaks for itself. He’s a 
proven humanitarian, public servant, and role 

model for others who wish to dedicate their 
own lives to public service. I commend Mr. 
Roach for all his work over the years and 
thank him for his service. 

f 

NATIONAL VETERANS MEMORIAL 
AND MUSEUM ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 1900, the National Vet-
erans Memorial and Museum Act. 

H.R. 1900 seeks to name the Veterans Me-
morial and Museum in Columbus, Ohio, the 
National Veterans Memorial and Museum. 

The Veterans Memorial and Museum is a 
landmark that has been under construction in 
Columbus, Ohio, since December 2015. The 
Veterans Memorial and Museum will soon be 
open to the public and aims to display the 
combined experiences of American veterans 
from all armed encounters and branches of 
the military. The National Veterans Memorial 
and Museum is just one way we can honor 
veterans and their families, and guarantee that 
future generations know the many sacrifices 
that were made for us. 

Ohio is an appropriate setting for the new 
museum, considering that the state is home to 
the sixth largest veteran population in the 
United States. As we approach Veterans Day, 
the passage of the National Veterans Memo-
rial and Museum Act is tremendous news for 
not only Ohio’s veteran community but to all 
veterans nationwide. I recognize the value of 
having a national site to reflect on the experi-
ences of veterans throughout American his-
tory, and I am pleased to support this legisla-
tion. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
NAPOLEAN WASHINGTON, JR. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Dr. Napoleon Wash-
ington, Jr., a local business owner, advocate, 
minister and community organizer in Merced 
County who passed away after a battle with 
cancer. Dr. Washington’s boisterous laughter, 
leadership, humility, and genuine compassion 
for the people of Merced were qualities that 
will be deeply missed by our community. 

Born on April 12, 1948 in Fort Baker, Cali-
fornia, Dr. Washington moved to Merced Cali-
fornia with his family in 1961. He graduated 
from Merced High School in 1966, and then 
went on to earn an Associate of Arts degree 
from Merced College and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Social Science at Chapman University. He re-
ceived two doctoral degrees, one in Business 
Administration from Trinity Southern University 
and one in Theology from Anderson Theo-
logical Seminary. 

In his youth, Dr. Washington also served in 
the U.S. Army before he began his 47-year 
career in the insurance industry in 1970, start-

ing with Metropolitan Life Insurance and Farm-
ers Insurance. He then established Napoleon 
Washington Jr. Insurance Agency as Owner 
and Insurance Broker. 

An active member of the Merced commu-
nity, Dr. Washington was the former President 
of the Merced/Mariposa Life Underwriters As-
sociation, Former Director of North Merced 
Rotary Club, member of the American Legion 
Post 83, member of Merced County Jail Min-
istries, member of the Merced City Parks and 
Recreation Commission, and 18th President 
and Executive Board Member of the NAACP 
Branch 1047. 

While community engagement was a prin-
ciple of Dr. Washington’s, his faith and min-
istry were his most focused passions. He 
served in various ministerial capacities 
throughout the state of California, including as 
a member of Christian Life Center in Merced, 
bible teacher for the Merced County Rescue 
Mission and chief organizer of the ‘‘Feet 
Changing Lives’’ walks in Merced. 

Dr. Washington is survived by his wife of 49 
years, Nadine Reed Washington, and his chil-
dren Gregory D. Washington, Kimberlee Tay-
lor and Geoffrey Napoleon Washington, Sr. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the life of Dr. Napoleon 
Washington, Jr. As a leader, minister, advo-
cate, and friend, his unique approach to life 
and faith have impacted countless lives in our 
community. He will be deeply missed by all of 
those fortunate enough to have crossed his 
path. 

f 

HONORING BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA TROOP 412 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Troop 412 of the 
Heart of America Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America as they celebrate their 85th anniver-
sary. 

Founded in 1932, Troop 412 is chartered 
through the First Christian Church of Smith-
ville, Missouri. Over their 85 years of service, 
the Troop has had 181 scouts join the ranks 
of the Eagle Scouts and conducted immeas-
urable hours of community service. Aside from 
their Eagle Scouts, the Troop has also en-
riched the lives of a countless Scouts, training 
the boys in the ways of the Scout Oath—Duty 
to God and Country, Duty to Other People, 
and Duty to Self—and molding these young 
men in the Smithville area to become produc-
tive leaders in their community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Troop 412 for their accomplish-
ments and for their 85 years of service to the 
Smithville community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ANTHONY W. 
PADULA 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 13, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding constituent—An-
thony W. Padula from Guilford County. I am 
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